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In the quiet light of the stable, you hear a muffled snort, a stamp of 

a hoof, a friendly nicker. Gentle eyes inquire ñHow are you old 

friend?ò and suddenly, all your troubles fade away. 
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Message from the MDS President 
 

       Well that time of the year is here!  Horses and people alike are enjoying a slower pace and 

are being tucked in for winter! By this time things around your farms should all be picked up 

and put away in preparation for the snowy season ahead. The last of the clinics have come and 

gone and left you all with great exercises and goals for the long...I mean VERY short winter in 

front of us! This is always a wonderful time of year to look back on all the progress that was 

made over the last season and to give thanks for the people and horses who assisted you in your 

journey. We are all incredibly lucky! 

  

I wanted to just quickly introduce myself in case we haven't met! I'm your new president, Bryn 

Walsh. I have owned Puckerbrush Farm in Newburgh, Maine for almost ten years now. I came 

from a hunt seat and then eventing background, fell in love with dressage and have enjoyed 

moving up the ranks in knowledge and competition. I am a USDF Silver medalist and also have 

my Silver Bar from USDF (for musical freestyles). I have two wonderful horses that I compete 

at FEI levels. I have met many of you at shows, clinics, meetings, or other horse events and I 

look forward to meeting the rest of you soon! I am very proud of all of our MDS riders and 

their representation of dressage in Maine! It's a group of incredibly dedicated people and 

horses! I'm very happy to be able to serve them all as their president!  

  

MDS co-sponsored a clinic at DLT Performance with Jan Ebeling back in October that was 

quite successful! We've heard wonderful feedback on Mr. Ebeling and his ability to adapt to 

different riders and situations! Thank you so much to DLT for allowing us to be a part! 

  

MDS is incredibly proud to announce that we are hosting Part 1 of the USDF "L" judges pro-

gram over the next few months! There is talk of NEDA (New England Dressage Association) 

hosting Part 2 at 2010 regional championships, but that hasn't been confirmed yet! We are so 

happy to be able to offer this opportunity to our Maine dressage enthusiasts. If you have ever 

wanted to be a judge, or wanted to learn what judges are looking for in each test, or just want to 

learn more about dressage in general- come attend!!! You can come either as a participant or an 

auditor. Prices, dates, and more information can be found on www.mainedressagesociety.org or 

contact our VP, Gretchen Shantar! Take advantage of the knowledge available to you these 

winter months!   
  

The year end banquet is right around the corner! I hope you all submitted your scores so you 

can get credit for all that hard work you did this summer! If you have items you would like to 

donate to the silent auction, please contact Beth Brainerd at hbf@megalink.net.  Items for the 

silent auction are harder to come by at times like we are facing now, so any additional items 

would be welcomed! 

  

I hope you all have a great couple of months and I'll see you all at the Year End banquet in 

January! Remember to always "Ride your horse calm, forward and make him straight!" (Reitmeister 

Festerling) Have a great winter! 

  

Bryn Walsh 

http://www.mainedressagesociety.org
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USDF ñLò Education Program  

 

Sponsored by:   Maine Dressage Society   

At the Pineland Farms Equestrian Center,  

New Gloucester Maine  

L Program Part 1   ñThe Judges Perspectiveò   

 

Session   A:February 6 & 7, 2010     with Lois Yukins     

Intro to Judging & Biomechanics 

 

Session  B: April 10 & 11  2010  with Betsy Berrey 

Judging Criteria for Gaits & Paces, Movements & Figures 

  

     Session C: May 29 & 30, 2010 with Sandy Howard  

Basics & the Collective Marks- Gaits,  Impulsion, Submission & the Rider 

Participant Application Form and Silent Auditors Forms can be found   in the back of this news 

letter or on the MDS web site.   

 

Participants must send in the application and money at the time of registration as follows: 

                      A:February 6&7, 2010  cost  $250 due at time of application 

  B:April 10&11, 2010  cost  $250 due before April 2, 2010 

  C: May 29&30, 2010  cost  $250 due before May 21, 2009 

                                                            Total due= $750  

 

Silent Auditors are welcome.   The cost is, $50.00 for each week end and must be sent in with 

 an  application, by the due dates on the form.   

 

Lunch will be provided for an additional fee.   

  

For more information please contact :  
                Gretchen Shantar   1552 Pownal Rd, Auburn ME 04210  

                 Phone: (207) 576-5934 cell   Email:  grarnold@roadrunner.com 

 

      MDS is proud to bring this educational opportunity to you!   We hope to see                

 you at the Pineland Farms Equestrian Center.  



ARE YOU NEW TO MDS & DRESSAGE 

 
  It is hard to believe that another year has come and gone.   The year end banquet for 

MDS will be held January 31, 2010  at the Senator Inn in Augusta. Please send in your registra-

tion form which is in the back of this news letter along with the $30.00 banquet fee.   

 

 You should check with your club to find out when the deadline is to submit your test 

sheets and when your club banquet is  planned.  Much of that info may be under your clubôs 

section in this newsletter.   

 

 Then, the fun begins, setting a goal for 2010!   All of the Board members of MDS wish 

you the best of riding in the new year.  Remember, if  you need answers to a question, we are 

all there for you.    

 

 You may even consider becoming part of the MDS Board or holding a position  in your 

club.  Volunteering has itôs rewards and helps your club grow.    Good luck and we hope to  see 

you at the MDS Banquet.   

 

Please remember to get your membership in to your club as soon as you can ...this keeps you 

on the newsletter listé 

 

      *********************************************   
Note from the newsletter editor: 

Deadlines for the news letters are as follow; 

 March 1st  June 1st   September 1st  December 1st 

 

Please send your  news to cadpeaslee@yahoo.com for  the next  newsletter!  I look forward to 

hearing you.   

 

Did you change your address???  Please contact Cheryl Peaslee at  

cadpeaslee@yahoo.com to keep your Maine Dressage news coming!  

*****************************************************************************  
    

Upcoming MDS Meeting Dates: 
 

 These are open meetings. All MDS members are welcome to come. 

 

 Sunday, January 31, 2010 @ 10:00 AM @ the Senator Inn in Augusta 

 Tuesday, April 20, 2010 @ 6:30 PM @ the Maine Farm Bureau in Augusta 



  

  
Reminder Page       

**********************************************  
 

Proposed By-Law changes 
The MDS Board of Directors are proposing a change to our By-Laws; ñ That all MDS 

Clubs, will have a person from their club on the Nominating Committeeò  This will 

help the Board find new officers and keep reps from all the clubs on the board.  

 
If you have any comment on this issue, please feel free to contact any or all Board 

members before the January 31st meeting.  The list of Board of Directors can be found  

at the front of this news-letter or  in your Omnibus.   The Board will be voting on this 

issue at that meeting and YOU are welcome to attend.   

 

**************************************************************************  

  MDS Board meeting will held January 31st at 10:00am at the Senator Inn in Au-

gusta.   All members are welcome.    

**************************************************************************  

 

**************************************************************************  

MDS Board wants to thank Bryn Walsh for accepting the office of President.  We also have 

two new Board members: Gretchen Shantar, who is the Vice President and Tammi Brown, 

who is our new Treasurer.  Welcome to MDS board of Directors and Thank you for volun-

teering your time and energy to our club.    

 

Gretchen is also heading up the L judge program which is being held at Pineland Farms 

Equestrian Center starting in February. See more details in the L judge add.  

http://www.classichorse.com/clipart/vintage/horse19.gif


2010 MDS Omnibus Update  

 

      Hello & Happy Holidays,  

      I would like to THANK all our show managers and advertisers for sending in     

ads and information according to the deadlines...it is greatly appreciated!! The 

Omnibus is well on its way but we still need more ads.  If you would like to place 

an ad in the 2010 Omnibus please contact either Wendy Brunson 

wnbrunson@aol.com or Stephanie Hatcher shatcher@maine.rr.com.   

     Show space reservations have been coming in in a timely man-

ner...THANK  YOU!!!!   Does anyone have clinics they would like to advertise or 

place in the calendar? Please contact me if you would like to do so. CLUBS: If 

you would like your membership forms included in this years Omnibus please 

send me a 2010 form.  Also, I would like an updated list of all the club officers 

names, address, phone number and email address.  Don't forget to include your 

Board of Directors with these lists.  

    COVER BIDS ARE NOW BEING ACCEPTED.  The inside front cover, back 

inside and back cover pages are all up for silent bid.  Please send me your bids by 

December 28th.  I will update anyone who would like to know what the bids are 

at if you request the bidding list.  I will announce the winning bidders on Decem-

ber 29th.  If you have any questions pertaining to the Omnibus please feel free to 

contact me.  

   Ride Safe, Stephanie Hatcher Editor, MDS Omnibus  

37 Crystal Hts #3 Harrison, ME  04040 (207)423-7352 shatcher@maine.rr.com  

http://us.mc655.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=wnbrunson@aol.com
http://us.mc655.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=shatcher@maine.rr.com
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=clip+art+Horse


CMDA  NEWS 

 

CMDA Officers 2009 

President:  Wadean Chadwick 375-6658 rycjrc@aol.com 

Vice President: Cheryl Peaslee  582-0762 cadpeaslee@yahoo.com 

Treasurer:  Kelley Moore              592-5101 rockhorse8@yahoo.com 

Secretary:  Laurie Lee  395-4986 heavenleeacres@gmail.com 

 

CMDA Directors for MDS  

Carol Poulin- Taylor 207-353-8587 H  207-353-8533 W EspritEC@aol.com 

Cheryl Peaslee  207-582-0762 H  207-582-2330 W cadpeaslee@yahoo.com 

Elizabeth Owens 207-725-1204 

Laurie Lee (alt) 207-395-4986 H   heavenleeacres@gmail.com 

Paula Bonarrigo (alt) 207-737-4432    morningskyfarm@yahoo.com 

Jamie Luke (alt) 207-729-5251 H 757-647-2203 C jluke1@suscom-maine.net 

**************************************************************************  

Donôt forget that your 2010 dues are due now if you want to be sure of getting an 

Omnibus!!  After 01/01/2010 there is an additional $10 fee for mailing out one 

Omnibus separately. 

The revised membership application for 2010 is enclosed. 

 

We are busily planning our 2009 Annual Awards Banquet which will be held on 

Jan. 17, 2010.  Cheryl Peaslee can supply you with all of that information:  cad-

peaslee@yahoo.com 
 

At our last meeting we worked on establishing dates for our 2010 shows.  At the 

moment, we are tentatively planning to have 4 shows, with one of them being our 

Annual Sporthorse Breeders show.  That show will be on August 21, 2010. 

 

There is all sorts of wonderful news from Esprit Equestrian Center, and since 

Carol doesnôt blow her own horn I will take the liberty of bragging for her!  Two 

of Carolôs youngsters will be featured in the background of an ad for the American 

Trakehener Association in the 2010 Stallion Issue of The Chronicle of the Horse.  

Both Donaydiva (ñDivaò) and Danudomingo (Doming) were chosen to be photo 

subjects!  Carol was asked by the ATA to become an Inspector!  There is a lot in-

volved with this, and it is a long process.  Carol has stepped up to plate to take on 

this challenge even though she jokingly said that she questions her sanity!  Many 

Congratulations, Carol, from your other club members.   



 

Maine Dressage Society proudly represents our 
stateôs dressage enthusiasts!  For more information 

about a club near you, please visit our website at 
www.mainedressagesociety.org  

 

If one induces the horse to assume that carriage which it would adopt of its own ac-

cord when displaying its beauty, then, one directs the horse to appear joyous and 

magnificent, proud and remarkable for having been ridden. ~ Xenophon  

The Training Pyramid or Scale  

 

To learn more about dressage training, you might consider attending a USDF Instructor Certification Workshop as a demo rider or auditing 
a USDF Adult or Jr/YR clinic. 

http://www.mainedressagesociety.org/
http://www.usdf.org/education/index.asp
http://www.usdf.org/education/index.asp
http://www.usdf.org/images/photos/about/about-dressage/Pyramid_of_training.jpg


 

 

 

 

 

 
President:  Betsy Hudson, 322 West Broadway, Bangor 04401,   

207-942-5940, mousytongue@msn.com 

Vice President: Val Philpot, 1077 Main Road, Bradford, ME 04410;  

207-327-2951; philpotfarm@aol.com 

Secretary:  Cassie Elia, 2023 Essex Street Bangor, ME 04401-2112;  

207-262-0133; ridinraffles@hotmail.com 

Treasurer:  Kitty Mitchell, 75 Haley Road, Winterport, ME 04496;  

207-525-4435; kittym7@myfairpoint.net 

Show Chairperson:  
Clinic Chairperson:  Gail McCormack, 11 Mack Hill, Dover-Foxcroft,  

ME 04426,  207-564-7046; Gail@Infinityfarm.us  

 

  

 

 

  

 

FALL MEETING  

 

The fall meeting of EMDA was held September 15th at the home of Betsy Hudson.  Present were 

Kitty Mitchell, Marianne Lagerklint, Jessica Dion -Buswell, Bryn Walsh, Becky Reed and Betsy Hudson. 

They minutes were not read, as Cassie was absent.  They had been published in the June Newsletter 

and seemed accurate.  Kitty gave an update of the finances and all is in order, in spite of the weather diffi-

culties faced this show season.   

It was decided that a stipend (totaling no more than $200) would be made available to EMDA riders 

riding in the upcoming Gunner Ostergard clinic.  That will be by application on a first-come, first-served 

basis.   

A discussion of the cancellation/moving of the August show was held with a decision that we should 

develop a policy for show cancellation.  We will discuss this when we have a show chair.  It was suggested 

that perhaps a Fun Show could be scheduled, and Bryn will look into that.  

The Omnibus Deadline is October 15th for submission of dates, and Betsy will take care of that.  The 

final draft of the showbill is December 1st, and Betsy will take care of that as well. 

It was suggested that the topic of biomechanics of the horse be the focus of a clinic.  We will pass 

that on to Gail.   

Bryn said that people will be notified of their Year-End Awards.  

The upcoming MDS meeting is now scheduled for September 22nd.  It is unlikely that we can attend. 

Marianne will take care of sending news of the Year-End Party and a reminder of Year-End 

Awards Forms.   

The slate of officers was discussed.  All offices may be sought by candidates, but there was an open-

ing for Vice-President.  Bryn nominated Becky and it was seconded and passed.  Candidates need to contact 

Jessica Dion-Buswell in writing by November 1st.    The final roster of candidates will be determined then. 

The upcoming newsletter deadline is December 1st.  Please get information to Betsy by early No-

vember if possible, as she will be away some. 

The MDS website is great.  Check it out.  

Bryn is busy working on Year-End Awards.   

Rep.-at-Large: Jessica Dion-Buswell, 491 Jarvis 

GoreDr.,Eddington, ME 04428;   207- 843-5120; Chasen-

Nonny@aol.com 

Year-End Awards: Bryn Walsh, 97 Miles Road  Newburgh, 

ME 04444 , (207) 234-2147    beredman23@hotmail.com 

Website Coordinator: Marianne Lagerklint, 17 Charles St., 

Orono, ME  04473,  207-866-0405,   mlagerklint@yahoo.com  
EMDA Rep. to MDS:Betsy Hudson [see above] 

  Bryn Walsh [see above]   

Becky Clark, 167 Broadway Apt. B., Bangor, ME 04401, (207)  

478-2097  b_girl52@hotmail.com 

EMDA NEWS  

mailto:mousytongue@msn.com
mailto:ridinraffles@yahoo.com
mailto:Gail@Infinityfarm.us
mailto:beredman23@hotmail.com
mailto:mlagerklint@yahoo.com


  SHOWS, SHOWS, SHOWS!   

 

Kudos to Jessica Dion-Buswell who acted as Show Chair for the October Show at Stepping Stone 

Farm.  She did a great job ï and everyone seemed to enjoy it.  Her special fall treats were most welcomed by 

all.  Results: 

Intro Level B : 1st  Kent's Paddington (Ann Bigelow), 65.5; 2nd  Venus of Milo (Robert Causey), 

63.5%; 3rd Keiko (Kris Nicola), 50.5%; 4th Aspen (Ellen Blayden), 57%; 5th Zip (Sharon Greenleaf), 51% 

Intro Level Re-Ride: 1st Venus of Milo (Robert Causey, 63%, 2nd Keiko (Kris Nicola), 61.5%; 3rd 

(Aspen), Ellen Blayden 58.5%; 4th Zip (Sharon Greenleaf), 54.5% 

USEF Training Level Test 1: 1st Keep Her Going (Jocely Deschane), 65.21%, 2nd Ken's Padding-

ton (Ann Bigelow), 64.78% 

USEF Training Level Test 2: 1st Keep Her Going (Jocelyn Deschane) 64.64% 

Training Level Test 3: Aline Ridge (Mika Tai McKenney) 62.8% 2nd Countess of Denmark (Amy 

McRae) 

USEF Training Level Test 4: 1st Alpine Ridge (Mika Tai McKenney), 62%, 2nd Double Stuff OReo 

(Shelby Wheeler), 61.2%, 3rd Anonymoose (Kathleen Monahan), 4th Countess of Denmark (Amy McRae) 

58.4%, 5th Chippewa (Jocelyn Deschane) 54.5%, 6th Magnum (Mary Deane) 53.2% 

Training Level Re-Ride: 1st Kent's Paddington (Ann Bigelow) 65.65%, 2nd Anonymoose (Kathleen 

Monahan), 61.20%; 3rd Double Stuff Oreo (Shelly Wheeer) 59.2% 4h Magnum (Mary Deanne), 58.8%; 5th 

Chippewa (Jocely Deschane), 58.4% 

USEF First Level: 1st Truly's John Henry (Cassie Elia), 64.16%; 2nd Truly's John Henry (Cassie 

Elia) 63.67%; 3rd Colby (Shashanna Moll), 62.36%, 4th Colby (Shashana Moll), 61.71%;  5th Anonymoose 

(Kathleen Monahan) 60.66%, 6th Keena (Maria Caldwell), 57.63%; 7th J.D. (Tina Rawcliffe), 56.66% 

USEF First Level Re-Ride: 1st Anonymoose (Kathleen Monahan), 60.33%, 2nd Keena (Marie Cald-

well) 60%, 3rd J.D. (Tina Rawcliffe), 55.66% 

USEF 2nd Level and Above:  1st Tekla (Betsy Hudson) 60.00%;  2nd Tekla (Betsy Hudson), 

58.64% 

 

 

 

 

We have three shows set up for next season.  The June 13th Show is a Rider-Run Show and will be 

at Whispering Pines. The judge will be Chris Joost.  Our second show will be at Puckerbrush on August 8th 

with Carol Poulin-Taylor judging.  Bryn asked to be listed as Show Chair.  She will post duties along with 

times on the Puckerbrush website.  Our third show will be September 19th at Stepping Stone Farms.   Kris 

Nicola has volunteered to be the show chair for that.  She will run it as a EMDA Benefit, but it is not Rider 

Run.  Hooray!  As we go to press, we are asking for a volunteer to chair the June show. 

And a word of thanks to East Ridge Stables,  Isaac Royal and Stepping Stone for their generosity of 

letting use their facility for our shows!  The flowers at East Ridge were beautiful ï and the offering of Isaac 

Royal to use their arena at the last minute will be long-remembered.   

 

 

CLINICS! KUDOS TO GA IL MACCORMACK!  

We are also greatly appreciated of the stables that hosted our clinics: Whispering Pines, Serendip-

ity, and Infinity Farm.  Thanks muchly!  It is no small gift for us.    

  

 

EMDA  YEAR-END AWARDS 

 A small but enthusiastic group assembled at the home of Clare and Lew Payne in Holden Maine for 

the Annual Awards Banquet. The food was bountiful and the awards as well.  The complete list of award 

winners will be in the next newsletter. 



NEED DRESSAGE CONTACTS IN MAINE? CHECK OUT THE MDS WEBSITE!    Need 

tests?  Download them at www.mainedressagesociety.org.  We are grateful to Bryn Walsh for her set-

ting this up and updating it.   

      

 

 

WINTER BOARD MEETING   

The Fall EMDA meeting is tentatively scheduled for Wednesday, February 10th that 6:00 p.m. at 322 

West Broadway in Bangor. EMDA  Board meetings are subject to rescheduling so please call  

207-942-5940 before the meeting to assure it has not been changed.  They are open meetings 

 

 

 

 

From Both Ends of the Reins 

 It is an honor to serve this club and the dressage community of Maine.  We are most indebted 

to the generous time and talents our board and friends afford us.  As we pause at year end, we are 

most humble to have had another year with horses and our those friends.   

 Thanks to board members one and all: Michelle Zambrano, Cassie Elia, Kitty Mitchell, Bryn 

Walsh, Becky Clark, Gail MacCormack, Jessica Dion-Buswell, Alison LaC ourse and Marianne 

Lagerklint who gave so untiringly of their time and talents.  Thanks to the owners who have gener-

ously shared their facilities with us: Kim Smith, Robin Corey, Carol Rose, Kris Nicola, Gail MacCor-

mack and Val Rich.  Thanks to Clare and Lew Payne who hosted yet another Year-End Awards 

Party.   

 May you have another bountiful year ï and give that horse another carrot! 

 

 

http://www.mainedressagesociety.org/
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=clip+art+Horse


NMDA  NEWS 
Northern Maine Dressage Association 
President:          Michelle Zambrano 564-8992 

Vice-President:             Lydia Rose               564-3499 

Secretary:          Stacia Russell 564-3080 

Treasurer:          Laurie Harvey 564-3598 

Show Chair:               Alison LaCourse  343-2270 

Activities Chair:          Elisha Harvey 343-2170 

 Awards Chair:            Brad Snow                   327-2622 

 

 

                             NMDA will host 4 shows for 2010 show season as follows: 

             Saturday June 26, 2010 East Ridge Stables   L Judge Chris Joost 

 Saturday July 17, 2010 Infinity Farm ï L Judge Carol Poulin-Taylor 

    Saturday August 21, 2010 Stone Ridge Stables ï L Judge Susanne Hamilton          

 Saturday September 4, 2010 Isaac Royal Farm -  L Judge Deanna Thompson  

 

Benefit Trail Ride a Great Success! 

NMDA hosted its first fundraiser on Sunday November 8th, earning the club $200.00.   

Twenty riders met in Atkinson to enjoy a fun, relaxing trail ride.  Everyone had a great time, 

including our equine friends meandering around a 650 acre woodlot with trails throughout.  

Melôs Meandering Mudhole, (appropriately named due to Mother Natureôs fall rainfall 

amounts), seemed to be a favorite of both horse & riders alike (NOT).  We then traveled the 

River View trail along the Piscataquis River, connected to Lalaôs Loop back through Ames 

Avenue onto The Dam Good Trail then Timôs Tractor Trail.  The last portion took us through 

Sadieôs Slip & Slide, across Elishaôs Expressway and then down the eerie Haunted Hollow.  

Most ended the ride with a gallop up the ½ mile hill of Ames Avenue. What a great way for 

both horse & rider to end the Dressage Season.  It was such a success, we plan to host another 

in the fall of 2010! 

 

 

  NMDA 2010 activities in the planning stage for the first few months are: 

January we will host a Musical Kur un mounted clinic at Isaac Royal Farm with 

               the focus on choosing music for musical rides. 

 February an un mounted clinic covering dressage basics and show etiquette 

March   Ride-a-Test clinic ï will have demo riders and auditors to help educate 

             individuals on riding a test and what judges are looking for. 

 

Watch for further information about these activities! 

 



 

Things are busy at SMDA and we have a lot of 

news to report!  

Annual Awards Banquet:   

A sign-up form is attached for our 2009 Awards 

Banquet, which will be held at the Captainõs Gal-

ley in Old Orchard Beach on January 15, 2010.  

This is always a fun event, and we hope to see 

you there!  

Silent Auction :  

Once again, weõll be having a Silent Auction at 

the Banquet to help raise money for club activi-

ties.  Even if you canõt make the Banquet, please 

consider donating something to the Silent Auc-

tion to help SMDA.  Contact Wendy at 839 -2114 

or wnbrunson@aol.com.  

 

 

 

SMDA Grant Applications :  

SMDA has had a history of providing financial 

support to various endeavors, such as our 2008 

donation to the Hollis Equestrian Park to con-

tribute to the cost of re -building the warmup 

ring, and our 2009 donations to help young rid-

ers.  This coming year, we have formalized the 

process and have developed guidelines and an 

application form for individuals/organizations 

interested in applying for an SMDA grant.  

Funding will be dependent on club finances, but 

we hope to be able to serve as a resource to 

worthy dressage -related causes and give back to 

the southern Maine dressage community.  Check 

out our website for more info and our applica-

tion form and guidelines.  

 
 

 

Elections:    

Itõs SMDA election time ð included with this 

mailing are biographies of the candidate running 

for SMDA Officer and Board of Director posi-

tions.  Please fill out your ballot and send in your 

vote!  

By- Laws:   

We are also proposing to make some changes to 

SMDAõs by-laws.  The purpose of these changes 

are to adjust our election schedule to allow for  

elections prior to our annual Banquet.  A few 

years ago we moved the Banquet to January 

(instead of December when everyone was so 

busy) and this has been a big success.  However, 

to get accurate information into the Omnibus we 

need to change our by -laws to allow for elections 

prior to the annual meeting.  The proposed 

changes are attached ð please review, and feel 

free to contact any one of SMDAõs Board mem-

bers if you have any questions.  

SMDA  NEWS 

President      Paulette Shields  839-6867 ashield1@maine.rr.com 

V. president  Robyn Cuffey     929-6562 robyn@sacoriver.net 

Secretary     Susan Pendleton  929-4991 spendleton@sacoriver.net 

Treasurer    Beverly Dudley   642-3696 drkside@fairpoint.net 

 

Directors    Wendy Brunson   839-2114 wnbrunson@aol.com 

  Gloria Steiger    929-8746 olgasteig@gmail.com 

  Judy Webster    642-3209  judy@littlemoonfarm.com 

  Kristen Pretorius 929-3767 Kristin@sacoriver.net 

  Kim Mathieu     839-8587  Mathieu@maine.rr.com 

mailto:wnbrunson@aol.com


2010 Show Season:  

We have confirmed the dates of our 2010 shows 

as follows: May 16, June 13, August 1, and Sept. 

19 (all shows to be held at the Hollis Equestrian 

Park).  Additionally, we are delighted that Pine-

land Farms Equestrian Center will be hosting two 

SMDA -affiliated shows (in April and October), 

AND the Standardbred Pleasure Horse Organi-

zation (SPHO) will be sponsoring an affiliated 

show in July (check the Omnibus for exact 

dates).   This will allow SMDA members more 

opportunities to earn points for year -end 

awards, and will address one of our members 

major concerns from our recent survey ð the 

popularity of our shows has increased to where 

it has become difficult to get in unless you send 

your entry on opening date!  We are hoping that 

the addition of THREE affiliate shows will allevi-

ate this concern; however, remember that to 

qualify for SMDA year -end awards at least two 

of your scores must be from SMDA shows at 

the HEP.  

Heather Blitz Clinic:   

SMDA is pleased to announce that we will be 

hosting a clinic with Heather Blitz on May 1 -2.  

Heather Blitz is an international Grand Prix 

rider who has been based in Europe for the past 

few years.   She is also a popular and successful 

clinician who focuses on the effect of the 

riderõs body and aids on the horse at all levels 

and teaches a clear and easy to understand sys-

tem of training to riders of all levels. We are 

also tentatively planning a second clinic oriented 

towards lower level rider ð please check our 

website for more information as our plans for 

2010 progress.    

L Program Comes to Maine :  

We are very excited that the Maine Dressage 

Society will be hosting the USDF L Program Part 

1  (Sessions A, B & C) in 2010.  Itõs been many 

years since MDS has hosted the Learning Judge 

program which is required if a person wishes to 

move on the r Judge program.  This lecture se-

ries is also a great educational event for riders 

to learn more about how dressage tests are 

judged.  The 3 weekends will be held at Pineland 

Farms Equestrian Center in New Gloucester.  

The first session is A: February 6&7 with Lois 

Yukins, session B: April 10 & 11 with Betsy Ber-

rey & session C: May 29&30 with Sandy Howard.  

Applications for participants are one the web 

site & silent auditors are welcome.  For applica-

tions go to the MDSõ website 

www.mainedressagesociety.org .   

New Show Policies:  

In our September newsletter we told you about 

two new policies that will come into effect in the 

2010 season ð 1) The same horse/rider combina-

tion cannot win the same SMDA year -end award 

more than once; and 2) To be consistent with 

USDF rules, the same horse/rider combo can 

only ride tests in consecutive levels at a show (in 

other words, you cannot skip a level at the same 

show).  We have updated our Show Policies guid-

ance document, which can be found on the 

SMDA website.  

SMDA Meetings and Communication :  

In 2010 we hope to have more members partici-

pate in our regular meeting with the SMDA 

Board.  We appreciate member input, and rely on 

volunteers to make our shows, clinics and other 

activities a success.  To improve communication, 

we plan to keep our website updated with news 

and information, and to publicize SMDA meet-

ings and improve outreach efforts to try to get 

more participation.  Pending approval of the pro-

posed changes to the by -laws, we are aiming for 

four business meetings each year, in addition to 

the annual Banquet, with all members welcome.   

http://www.mainedressagesociety.org


2010 Membership Reminder:  

PLEASE make sure to get your membership 

renewal in by January 1 st .  Not only is there a 

late fee ($10) after this date, but itõs VERY 

important that you get your membership re-

newal in to us as early as possible to ensure 

that you get on the USDF roster and for 

timely delivery of the Omnibus and The 

Horseõs Maine subscription.  Please submit 

your membership form to Bev Dudley 

(address is on the form).  The membership 

form can be found on our website.  Member-

ship cards will be handed out at our year -end 

Banquet, and emailed to those who are unable 

to attend the Banquet.   

Year- End Awards:  

Reminder ð you must be a member before the 

show for the score to qualify for year -end 

awards.  Only SMDA Schooling Shows and 

SMDA Affiliated Shows qualify for SMDA 

year -end awards.  And very important ð you 

MUST send your scores into Robyn Cuffey to 

qualify for SMDA year -end awards. The 

Rider Report Form may be found on our web-

site.  Contact our òkeeper of the scoresó 

Robyn Cuffey for more info.  

SMDA is òGoing Green:ó 

SMDA will be transitioning to an electronic 

format for newsletters and other club com-

munications.  Sending information via email 

saves our volunteers a considerable amount 

of time, and also saves the club money.  2010 

will be a transition year as we move in this 

new direction.  Please make sure to clearly 

print your email address on your membership 

form.  Yes, we know the space is small ð feel 

free to attach a separate sheet of paper or 

write it in the margin of the membership 

form.  And please notify the SMDA Treas-

urer and Secretary if your email address 

changes.   

 

SMDA Hats and Shirts:  

Have you seen our great SMDA logo hats and 

shirts?  We have them for sale at our shows 

and other SMDA events (including the annual 

Banquet).  Please buy a hat or shirt and show 

your support for the club!   

 

Hope to see you at the Banquet in January!  

www.southernmainedressage.com   




